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Welcome
This brochure will, hopefully, provide a brief
background to both the Gin Guild and to the
prominent and prestigious venue of The Mansion
House, in which we have the privilege of hosting our
Guild autumn member installations. 

Guild members work hard to promote gin. Gin Guild
membership is an honour and a visible recognition of
those who are prominent in the gin industry, in all its
many parts. 

We have already welcomed a wide range of members
to the Guild, including senior members of the major
distillers, those from medium sized and craft
distillers, journalists, sales and marketing, brand
advisors, promoters, bar owners and leading cocktail
experts, spirits packaging consultants and
professional advisers. 

The history of gin and its associations with London
goes back centuries. The Worshipful Company of
Distillers is a livery company, one of London’s
original ancient trade bodies. It was incorporated by
Royal Charter in 1638 and remains integral and very
active in the spirit trade. It is the Gin Guild’s parent
company and we are very proud that Guild members
are able to join them at their Annual Banquet. 

Installation to membership of the Gin Guild at The
Mansion House (with its attendant ceremony, City of
London connections and historic connection with
the Worshipful Company of Distillers and their
Banquet), is something to treasure. 

The venue and occasion are formal, with pageantry
and ceremony, which the photographs in this
brochure illustrate, but we offer a very warm
welcome to those who, formalities aside, wish to join
the Gin Guild at this time. 

Why not combine the Mansion House experience
with a tour of some of London’s other famous sites
(perhaps including some of its gin distilleries)? 

We look forward to meeting new faces and new
friends bound with a shared love of gin.

Gin Guild Grand Recifiers to date

Christopher Hayman 
2012-2015

Martin Riley 
2015-2017

Ed Pilkington 
2017-2019

Dr Anne Brock 
2019-2021

Lesley Gracie 
2021-



The Gin Guild
The Guild provides a vibrant industry community, 
defined by a shared professional interest and shared 
ideals and experiences, with excellent industry 
networking. This reflects both the established and 
traditional history of the gin trade in which London 
played a key part, as well as incorporating 
contemporary experiences. 

The Gin Guild is an international not for profit 
member funded gin industry body. It has key support 
from the four major gin distilling companies, 
Bacardi, Diageo, William Grant and Sons and Chivas 
Brothers and is also funded by annual subscriptions 
from its other members. It aims to represent the 
distilled gin industry as a whole, including extensive 
membership from the wider gin distilling industry. 

Guild objectives include promoting the Distilled and 
London gin categories across the globe, enhancing 
their image and widening their appeal to worldwide 
consumers.

The Gin Guild brings together gin distillers and 
industry leaders involved in the production, 
promotion, distribution and consumption of distilled 
gin. It promotes and encourages commitment to 
excellence in gin distillation and industry 
custodianship of the spirit category. It is the natural 
home of gin innovation, including new start-ups and 
craft distillers and craft distilled gin. 

Membership
The Guild has in excess of 350 members worldwide, 
the majority however based in the UK and represents 
in excess of 95% of UK gin producers by volume.

International members include those from the UK,
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Japan, India, Italy,
Liechtenstein, Mexico, Norway, The Czech Republic,
Russia, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, and
the USA.    

The Guild provides a central ‘brand free’ industry
resource, both direct and via the content on theGuild
website, to respond to media, trade and consumer
gin related queries, as well as where possible
providing advice or signposting to queries raised by
members. It responds, reflecting category interest, to
regular press, TV, and radio enquiries from the UK,
but also responds to international enquiries,
including for example from Sweden, Switzerland and
the USA. 

Category Protection
Guild member newsletters aim to inform and share
content with the membership and includes topics
such as legal, safety, technical and other content.

The Guild, working in conjunction with Trading
Standards (with whom a Primary Authority
partnership exists via Buckinghamshire and Surrey
Trading Standards), also has a material role in
enforcement and protection of the category and calls
out and seeks correction by beverage brands claiming
their products are ‘gin’ but which do not comply with
the EU/UK regulations which cover spirit production
and sale.

The Guild, in connection with the above, by way of
assistance and clarification has already published
two key guidance notes interpreting the above
regulations. These provide information on how to
label no and low alcohol products which emulate
(but which are not gin), and gin liqueurs. This
guidance is known as Approved Guidance and is
formally issued by our Primary Authority
partnership, and approved by DEFRA.

Mansion House, London



Gin Navigator - gin explained
The Guild has also produced a key explanatory ‘Gin
Navigator’ note, detailing the categories of gin under
the regulations, production methodology and key
terminology. This endeavours to ensure that
producers and retailers are aware as to the
differences in gin products and the way products are
placed on the market for sale, so that they are
correctly designated and described.

Gin-Note™
To aid consumers and the trade, given the increasing
numbers of gins now available, the Gin Guild
launched Gin-Note™. This is a standardised flavour
profile graphic tool. The Guild provides the template
and format, and brands themselves provide the
input, within specific criteria enabling brand
comparison. Brands and retailers (for example for gin
menus), can download the profiles. They can also use
a QR code option if required to link directly to the
relevant page on the Guild website. 

Gin-Note™ details can be seen at
https://www.theginguild.com/gin-note/ 

Gin-Note is available to both members and non-
members, providing consumers and retailers alike 
with a uniform and easy to operate system for 
identifying one gin from another based on flavour. 
Brand profiles can be seen at
https://www.theginguild.com/the-ginopedia/gins/

Sample Gin-Note entry

Gin-Note™.com

flavour guidance

©
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Gin Industry Annual Dinner
The Guild also hosts the Gin Industry Annual Dinner 
every May. This is currently held at the prestigious 
Guildhall in London. A trade only event (non-
industry guests are not permitted), it provides an 
unparalleled gin industry networking opportunity. 
New members at this event also traditionally take 
the opportunity to showcase their brands to the 
attendees, as part of the Guild’s legendary gin bar at 
the event, alongside new products from existing 
members (something for everyone). This is also 
supported by a range of gins from the Founders.  
NEXT EVENT DATE: 4th May 2023

Ginposium/Education
In addition to the category guidance and protection
role, the Guild, as part of its education objective,
hosts an annual trade seminar the Ginposium). This
is highly regarded, with delegates coming from as far
away as Australia and the Falklands Islands to hear
top industry speakers, from within the Guild and
beyond, alongside and speakers from the legal and
other professions, speak on a range of topics of
interest to members and the industry alike. 

From the very beginning it was decided that such was
the quality of the Ginposium content, and the

reputation of the speakers, that they should be 
professionally recorded and filmed. The full content 
to date is made available to members on the 
Members only pages on the Guild website, enabling 
members and their colleagues to access this valuable 
content at any time for training and education 
purposes. After each Ginposium members have 
priority access, after which the content is then made 
available across the wider website for general access 
to the industry and beyond.
NEXT EVENT DATE: 9th June 2023

Guild Role
The Guild does not seek to promote any particular 
branded product or products. It aims to bring the 
widest range of products and their producers and 
those associated in the wider industry together, in 
order to provide a valued forum for all those involved 
in gin production, sales, marketing and distribution. 

The Guild only recognises gin styles produced by 
distilling ethyl alcohol in stills traditionally used for 
gin, in the presence of juniper berries and other 
botanicals – provided that the juniper taste is 
predominant in the gin (or in the case of flavoured 
gins, the base gin). 

Grand Rectifier
The titular head of the Gin Guild is the Grand 
Rectifier. The position is now held in turn by a 
representative from one of the four Founder 
companies. These are each represented by a 
corporate Founder Warden, with others from those 
companies as Rectifiers. Other Gin distilleries and 
brand owners are represented by Warden Rectifiers, 
with others from those companies as Warden 
Nominated Rectifiers, or Rectifiers. Individual Guild 
members are known as Rectifiers. 

Director General
Day-to-day the business of the Guild is led by the 
Director General, a full-time post appointed by the 
Board of the Guild. The Board comprises members of 
both Founder and other Guild member distillers and 
wider Guild membership, and is appointed with the 
approval of the Worshipful Company of Distillers
(the sole shareholder of the Guild), thus ensuring 
that the work and operations of the Guild represent 
the gin industry as a whole.

Mansion House
In addition to member installations at the Gin 
Industry Annual Dinner, there is an option (in the 
Autumn of each year), of Guild installation at the 
highly prestigious and traditional venue of the 
Mansion House, London, followed by the formal 
Banquet of the Worshipful Company of Distillers, in 
the famous Mansion House banqueting room. 

Gin Guild installation at Mansion House has a 
particular flavour and style, as it is a privilege to 
have access to such a distinguished location, often in 
the presence of the Lord Mayor of London. 

The Mansion House function has a strict dress code, 
either white tie and tails, or black-tie dinner suit, 
dress code (or ladies equivalent). Partners/spouses of 
members, along with social or business guests, often 
attend this very special function. 

Mansion House installation is always an occasion to 
remember. For those who have not experienced a 
City of London formal function with the traditions 
and ceremonies of the City of London and of both the 
Gin Guild and the Worshipful Company of Distillers, 
it is an unforgettable experience.



Gin Guild Installation 
and the Banquet

Gin Guild installation at Mansion House is held in
the late afternoon before the Board of the Gin Guild,
in a private room at The Mansion House, in front of
invited guests and colleagues and Guild members. 

New members take a solemn oath on joining the
Guild and then receive a sterling silver sprig (badge),
of juniper, made by Hatton Garden silversmiths,
which they wear to signify their membership of the
Guild. 

After the ceremony, members of the Guild old and
new and their guests share in a gin bar. They are able
to sample the spirit and the conviviality of Guild
membership. 

In early evening the group then joins the Worshipful
Company of Distillers, its members and their guests,
in the formal reception in the reception hall
(pictured). 

After the reception all take their places for the
Banquet (a formal dinner), in the world-famous
banqueting hall, the Egyptian Room, which, along
with the surrounding rooms, houses a world class
collection of art, including many great paintings by
Dutch masters. 

During dinner a number of traditions and ceremonies
are performed. These usually include traditional
Scottish pipers (reflecting the long association of the
Worshipful Company of Distillers with whisky),
alongside other musicians. It also includes the
quintessential duelling trumpeters for which
Mansion House is famous. 

Notes are provided in advance to explain the
etiquette of the day, in order that everyone will feel
comfortable and understand what is expected and
what will happen, so that they can enjoy the evening.





Mansion House dress code The use of the Mansion House is a privilege granted
to very few of the City of London livery companies. 
In line with custom, all the gentlemen attending
wear either “white tie”, or black bow-tie and a black
dinner suit.

The Court (or board) of the Worshipful Company of
Distillers adds to the formality, spectacle and
grandeur of the occasion by wearing their formal
robes of office.

Ladies have the opportunity to out do the gentlemen
and use this as an opportunity to show themselves at
their best. Long gowns and (for those that have
them), jewels, help make this event a magical
occasion to remember.

We set out on these pages some photographs of
attendees to illustrate the varied styles and to help
those attending for the first time judge the occasion
and the dress code, as we know that deciding what to
wear can be a concern. If you have any questions of
course, please contact the Guild ahead of the event.

Court of the Worshipful Company of Distillers

The Gin        Guild





The Gin Guild is the trading name of The Gin Guild Limited 
Company Number: 08148932

Registered Office: 1 The Sanctuary  Westminster Abbey  Parliament Square  London  SW1P 3JT

For Guild information and further
details, please contact:

Pal Gleed  
Director General,  The Gin Guild 

The Bramble c/o Milnthorpe, Colchester Road 
Chappel, Essex,  CO6 2DQ  England 
Telephone: 020 33 97 87 47
Email: pal.gleed@theginguild.com 
www.theginguild.com

Guild membership
Membership is open to a range of gin industry
players. 

The classes of membership are as follows:
Founder Wardens: The four Founder companies
appoint the four Founder Wardens.
Warden Rectifiers: This group is limited to
producer/distillers and brand owners (excluding
supermarket own brands and retail off trade,
and/or ineligible gin styles, and smaller low
volume craft distillers). This is held as a corporate
representative position (with only one such
position in each company).
Rectifiers: Individuals involved in the wider Gin
industry (including small craft distillers and those
involved in production, distribution, marketing/
sales, bar staff, retailers/buyers, journalists,
educators, and other commentators). 

The Gin Guild welcomes support and participation
from those involved in the gin industry around the
world. We hope that this guide has shown you a little
of the detail of the background to a Guild installation
at London’s Mansion House and that, at some point,
we may welcome you to both the Guild and our
installation ceremony. 




