Celebrating
excellence in the
distillation and
promotion of gin

P r o m o t i n g E X C E L L E N C E I N G I N D I S T I L L AT I O N
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The Gin Guild was established by the
Worshipful Company of Distillers to work with
Gin distillers from the UK and around the
world to provide leadership and focus to the
promotion of this exciting spirit category.
The Guild brings together Gin Distillers,
Brand Owners and Industry Leaders and other
key figures in the industry to promote and
encourage commitment to excellence in gin
distillation and its global promotion.
If you are involved in the production,
marketing, promotion, design, retail, etc of gin,
join the Gin Guild and make your voice heard.
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The Guild aims to provide a vibrant community, defined by
a shared professional interest, shared ideals and experiences,
in a congenial and companionable atmosphere. This reflects
both the established and traditional history of the Gin trade, as
well as incorporating available contemporary experiences.
The Guild does not seek to promote any particular branded
product or products, but aims to bring together the widest
range of products and their producers and those associated
in the industry as a whole, in order to provide a valued forum
for all those involved.
The Gin Guild is an international not for profit member funded
gin industry body. It has key support from the four major gin
distilling companies, Bacardi, Diageo, William Grant and Sons
and Chivas Brothers and is also funded by annual
subscriptions from its other members.
The titular head of the Guild is the Grand Rectifier. The four
large distilling companies are represented by Founder
Wardens. Other established gin distillers are represented by
Warden Rectifiers. Individual Guild members are known as
Rectifiers.

Gin specification
The Guild only recognises gin styles produced by distilling
ethyl alcohol in stills traditionally used for gin, in the presence
of juniper berries and other botanicals – provided that the
juniper taste is predominant.

Grand Rectifier
The four Guild Founder companies take it in turn to nominate
the Guild’s Grand Rectifier. From October 2021 this position is
held by Hendrick’s Gin master distiller from inception, Lesley
Gracie. She has been integral to the development and launch
of this iconoclastic gin, and the exciting journey that
Hendrick’s has made from obscurity to the position it
enjoys as one of the vanguards of super premium
gin around the world.

Lesley Gracie- Grand Rectifier of the Gin Guild

The creation of Hendrick’s Gin was a radical and brave move
that challenged many conventions within the gin industry.
The creation of this now iconic gin was a visionary move,
following from an innovative approach to making gin and
clearly differentiated positioning within the market, for
which they are now famous. Hendrick’s Gin has attracted
attention wherever it has travelled and continues to intrigue
bartenders and consumers alike with its unusual offerings
and its limited releases from the Cabinet of Curiosities.

The main purpose of The Gin Guild is to promote the gin
category across the globe, enhancing its image and
widening its appeal to worldwide consumers.
We encourage membership from the
largest to the smallest companies
involved in distilling and
marketing gin.

Membership benefits
Networking & events
A key benefit of Guild membership is the opportunity to
network.
The Guild has at least two formal functions a year, at which
Guild installations take place. Both offer exceptional
hospitality and opportunities for key guests to be invited.
The Spring Installation is combined with the Gin Industry
Annual Dinner. Our Autumn Gin Guild Installation event is
the more formal of our two installations. It is held at The
Mansion House, in the heart of the City of London. Members
and their guests are also invited to join our parent company,
the Worshipful Company of Distillers, at their Annual
Banquet, which follows the Guild Installation.
Guild events offer a quality and worthwhile entertaining
programme and support to Guild members, alongside
participation in other events (including those of our own
creation), to a wider audience.
Prestige and Recognition
Join and be an active member in an organisation supported
by many of the world’s leading gin brands, their distillers and
colleagues, and celebrate and promote excellence in the
distillation and promotion of gin.
Showcase
We provide opportunities, especially for smaller members, to
have their products made available to a wider and focused
market.
Industry Events
The Guild organises and hosts one of the highlights of the
year, the annual Ginposium. This is a one-day trade and
industry conference, with many cutting edge seminars on gin
topics, from production to marketing. Open to trade, industry,
distilling students, and others interested in the subject, these
events have been a great success. See film footage of
previous events on our website.
Awards
The Guild sponsors key gin awards within the International
Wine and Spirit Competition (IWSC). These include the
London Dry Gin of the Year and the Distilled Contemporary
Gin of the Year.
Guild Website
The Guild website is an active resource, promoting events,
lectures and member companies and brands. There is a
members only section.

Gin-Note™
The significant growth in the number of distilleries producing gins
means that there are now a growing and often confusing number of
gin styles and tastes to navigate.
The Gin Guild, in consultation with over sixty brands, launched
(copyright and Trade Mark), for use by brands.
Gin-Note™ is intended to be a simple flavour indicator of a gin. It is
not intended to replace a brands own label but is intended to be a
navigational aid.
Gin Guild brands listed to date with Gin-Note entries:
www.theginguild.com/the-ginopedia
Category Protection
The Guild, working in conjunction with Trading Standards (with whom
a Primary Authority partnership exists via Buckinghamshire and Surrey
Trading Standards), also has a material role in enforcement and
protection of the category. It calls out and seeks correction by beverage
brands who claim their products are ‘gin’, but which do not comply with
the EU/UK regulations which cover spirit production and sale.
The Guild, in connection with the above, by way of assistance and
clarification has already published two key guidance notes
interpreting the above regulations. These provide information on how
to label no and low alcohol products which emulate (but which are
not gin), and gin liqueurs. This guidance is known as Approved
Guidance and is formally issued by our Primary Authority partnership,
and approved by DEFRA.

For Guild information and further
details, please contact:
Pal Gleed
Director General The Gin Guild
The Bramble ℅ Milnthorpe, Colchester Road,
Chappel, Essex, CO6 2DQ England
Telephone: 020 33 97 87 47
Email: pal.gleed@theginguild.com
www.theginguild.com

The Gin Guild is the trading name of The Gin Guild Limited
Company Number: 08148932
Registered Office: 1 The Sanctuary Westminster Abbey Parliament Square London SW1P 3JT
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